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International Expert Opinion On Prostitution
Should prostitution be legalized?

NO
Cecilia Hoffman, Secretary of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women - Asia Pacific (CATW-AP),
wrote in the Aug. 1997 paper "SEX: From Human Intimacy to 'Sexual Labor' or Is Prostitution a Human
Right?" published on the CATW-AP website:
"Prostitution violates the right to physical and moral integrity by the alienation of women’s sexuality
that is appropriated, debased and reduced to a commodity to be bought and sold. 
It violates the prohibition of torture and of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
because clients’ acts and practices of sexual 'entertainment' and pornography are acts of power and
violence over the female body. 
It violates the right to liberty and security, and the prohibition of slavery, of forced labor and of
trafficking in persons because millions of women and girls all over the world are held in sexual slavery
to meet the demand of even more millions of male buyers of sex, and to generate profits for the
capitalists of sex. 
It violates the right to enjoy the highest standard of physical and mental health because violence,
disease, unwanted pregnancies, unsafe abortions, and AIDS stalk, presenting constant and grave
risks for women and girls in prostitution, and militating against a healthy sense of and relationship with
their own bodies." 

John Bambenek, Executive Director of the Tumaini Foundation, wrote in his Jan. 2, 2007 post  "The
ACLU Is Fighting for the Trafficking of Women Worldwide" on his Part-Time Pundit blog:
"One cannot support the reduction of AIDS infections and support legal prostitution at the same time.
Prostitution remains one of the leading vectors for AIDS infection. This is true in the case of both legal
and illegal prostitution... 
Prostitutes, because of their many partners, have a greatly increased risk of exposure to HIV. They
are likewise able to spread HIV to many other partners...
The redefinition of prostitution as 'commercial sex work' is just an attempt to legitimize sex trafficking. It
should come as no surprise the ACLU and Planned Parenthood have signed on. While both groups
are considered 'pro-woman', it is odd that they support an industry of flagrant abuse of women...
There are a multitude of studies to show the high level of abuse that prostitutes suffer. Women are
literally bought and sold as property. The incidence of drug addiction is high among women, partially
explaining why they became prostitutes to begin with.
The argument for legalization goes something like this. Prostitution will happen anyway but
legalization and regulation will help stem the abuses. The argument has 50,000 foot appeal. Using the
same logic, slavery (which still exists in many places) should be legalized so underground slaves can
be given some measure of human rights. The fact that the ACLU and the bevy of left-wing
international groups don't argue for the legalization of slavery shows the logical inconsistency of their
position.
Further, the legalization of abortion has shown that it lead to a radical increase in abortion. The
legalization will lead to an untold number of women being forced into sex slavery. Make no mistake,
women will be forced into commercial sex work in greater numbers if it were legalized."

Thomas Kleine-Brockhoff, Senior Director at the German Marshall Fund of the United States, wrote in
his Jan. 29, 2007 article "Legalization Opens Criminal Floodgates" posted on the PostGlobal website:
"My home country of Germany is one of the few nations to legalize prostitution. Proponents of
legalization argue that all attempts to deal with the sex business have failed and the only option left
untried is decriminalization...
Legalized prostitution creates the same problems that legalized marijuana does. While prostitution is
legal, forced prostitution is not. The latter occurs, and the new German law unintentionally makes it
harder to hunt down human traffickers, especially from Eastern Europe and Africa. Similarly, it is
harder to combat under-aged prostitution. With legalized marijuana and prostitution, Amsterdam
became a magnet for human traffickers, drug traders and petty criminals. This is not the world
legalization’s proponents envisioned, but it happened."

The US Department of State, wrote in its Nov. 24, 2004 article "The Link Between Prostitution and Sex
Trafficking" provided on its website:
"The U.S. Government adopted a strong position against legalized prostitution in a December 2002
National Security Presidential Directive based on evidence that prostitution is inherently harmful and
dehumanizing, and fuels trafficking in persons, a form of modern-day slavery. Prostitution and related
activities—including pimping and patronizing or maintaining brothels—fuel the growth of modern-day
slavery by providing a façade behind which traffickers for sexual exploitation operate.
Where prostitution is legalized or tolerated, there is a greater demand for human trafficking victims and
nearly always an increase in the number of women and children trafficked into commercial sex
slavery...
Few activities are as brutal and damaging to people as prostitution. Field research in nine countries
concluded that 60-75 percent of women in prostitution were raped, 70-95 percent were physically
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assaulted, and 68 percent met the criteria for post traumatic stress disorder in the same range as
treatment-seeking combat veterans and victims of state-organized torture.  Beyond this shocking
abuse, the public health implications of prostitution are devastating and include a myriad of serious
and fatal diseases, including HIV/AIDS...
State attempts to regulate prostitution by introducing medical check-ups or licenses don’t address the
core problem: the routine abuse and violence that form the prostitution experience and brutally
victimize those caught in its netherworld. Prostitution leaves women and children physically, mentally,
emotionally, and spiritually devastated. Recovery takes years, even decades—often, the damage can
never be undone."

Norma Hotaling, Founder and Executive Director of Standing Against Global Exploitation (SAGE)
Project and former prostitute, wrote in her prepared testimony for the Apr. 28, 2005 hearing
"Combating Trafficking in Persons: Status Report on Domestic and International Developments,"
before the US House of Representatives Committee on Financial Services Subcommittee on
Domestic and International Monetary Policy, Trade, and Technology:
"As long as we point the finger away from ourselves, away from the institutions that blame and
criminalize women and children for their own rape, sexual abuse, trafficking and slavery, away from
the men who we normalize as ‘Johns,’ and as long as we disconnect adult prostitution and the
exploitation of children and disconnect prostitution and trafficking in human beings for the purposes of
rape and sex slavery; then we are to blame and we have assisted in creating well-funded
transnational criminal networks – dollar by dollar."

Tony Nassif, Founder and President of the Cedars Cultural and Educational Foundation, wrote in the
July 19, 2006 article "Legalize Prostitution?" provided on the Cedars Cultural and Educational
Foundation website:
"Whether legal or illegal, prostitution doesn't stop the spread of disease and the devastation of the
human soul as well as the disintegration of the culture, society, and nation....
Yet some promote the legalization of prostitution. This movement must be resisted for many reasons,
most notably that it will perpetuate the demand for trafficked victims and the repercussion that follows.
Then there is God. No matter what our opinion is, it is God's standard that remains. Abide by it and the
nation is blessed. Reject it and we come out from under His blessing of health and prosperity. We
choose. We cannot reject God's precepts for life and prosperity by legalizing that which He condemns
and yet expect His blessings for ourselves and our posterity." 

Bonnie Erbe, Contributing Editor at US News & World Report, wrote in the June 15, 2006 Seattle
Post-Intelligencer article "Cry Foul on World Cup Prostitution":
"Germany is one of several European nations where prostitution is legal. Germany came late to this
game, in 2002. In only four years, it built up a work force some 400,000 strong for its multibillion-dollar
annual prostitution business... 
My admiration for relaxed European attitudes toward sex comes to an excruciatingly cacophonous halt
on the issue of legalized prostitution. 
Women's-rights activists believe the German government's sanctioning of sex services for World Cup
visitors will drive the illicit international trade in sex trafficking. This, in turn, could force thousands of
unwilling women into prostitution. 
Whether women enter the sex trade willingly or not, no government should sanction prostitution. By its
very nature, prostitution is demeaning to women and encourages anti-social, some would say
depraved, behavior by men. 
...German officials... should ban prostitution altogether." 

Andrea Dworkin, an author, activist, and former prostitute, stated in her Oct. 31, 1992 speech at the
University of Michigan Law School:
"I ask you to think about your own bodies--if you can do so outside the world that the pornographers
have created in your minds, the flat, dead, floating mouths and vaginas and anuses of women. I ask
you to think concretely about your own bodies used that way. How sexy is it? Is it fun? The people
who defend prostitution and pornography want you to feel a kinky little thrill  every time you think of
something being stuck in a woman. I want you to feel the delicate tissues in her body that are being
misused. I want you to feel what it feels like when it happens over and over and over and over and
over and over and over again: because that is what prostitution is. 
...And so, many of us are saying that prostitution is intrinsically abusive. Let me be clear. I am talking
to you about prostitution per se, without more violence, without extra violence, without a woman being
hit, without a woman being pushed. Prostitution in and of itself is an abuse of a woman's body. Those
of us who say this are accused of being simple-minded. But prostitution is very simple. And if you are
not simple-minded, you will never understand it. The more complex you manage to be, the further
away from the reality you will be--the safer you will be, the happier you will be, the more fun you will
have discussing the issue of prostitution. In prostitution, no woman stays whole." 

Anastasia Volkonsky, JD, former Executive Director, Colorado Lawyers for the Arts (CoLA), wrote in
the Feb. 27, 1995 Insight on the News article "Legalizing the 'Profession' Would Sanction the Abuse":
"Behind the facade of a regulated industry, brothel prostitutes in Nevada are captive in conditions
analogous to slavery. Women often are procured for the brothels from other areas by pimps who
dump them at the house in order to collect the referral fee. Women report working in shifts commonly
as long as 12 hours, even when ill, menstruating or pregnant, with no right to refuse a customer who
has requested them or to refuse the sexual act for which he has paid. The dozen or so prostitutes I
interviewed said they are expected to pay the brothel room and board and a percentage of their
earnings -- sometimes up to 50 percent. They also must pay for mandatory extras such as medical
exams, assigned clothing and fines incurred for breaking house rules. And, contrary to the common
claim that the brothel will protect women from the dangerous, crazy clients on the streets, rapes and
assaults by customers are covered up by the management."

Gunilla Ekberg, Special Adviser to the Swedish Division for Gender Equality in the Ministry of
Industry, Employment, and Communications, wrote in the article "The Swedish Law That Prohibits the
Purchase of Sexual Services: Best Practices for Prevention of Prostitution and Trafficking in Human
Beings" published in the Oct. 2004 issue of Violence Against Women:
"In Sweden, prostitution is officially acknowledged as a form of male sexual violence against women
and children. One of the cornerstones of Swedish policies against prostitution and trafficking in human
beings is the focus on the root cause, the recognition that without men’s demand for and use of
women and girls for sexual exploitation, the global prostitution industry would not be able flourish and
expand. 
Prostitution is a serious problem that is harmful, in particular, not only to the prostituted woman or child
but also to society at large. Therefore, prostituted women and children are seen as victims of male
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violence who do not risk legal penalties. Instead, they have a right to assistance to escape
prostitution." 

Michael Horowitz, LLB, Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute, in the article "Right Abolitionism"
published in the Dec. 2005 - Jan. 2006 issue of The American Spectator:
"...Historians will also note the attacks on the Bush administration and Miller [Ambassador John R.
Miller] from a shrill claque of academic feminists and their radical chic allies -- and by doing so these
historians will understand the reasons for the declining state of the 21st-century American left. They
will see in the critics' attacks liberal utopianism at its worst -- the belief that until  all  poverty and all
exploitation of the weak has ended, targeted efforts 'merely' to ameliorate such 'symptoms' as the
mafia-conducted destruction of millions of girls and women in the sex trade are distractions from the
need to eliminate 'root causes.' Historians will see in these attacks rhetoric and ideology unhinged
from reality, a worship of materialist goals, contempt for traditional values, and a moral stinginess that
denies credit for good work to any but political allies. 
...The critics endorse the big lie of Pretty Woman and act as if the Julia Roberts character exists
beyond Hollywood. The critics routinely seek 'sex worker unions,' government-trafficker condom
distribution partnerships, and government regulation -- as if written contracts or OSHA [US Department
of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration]-mandated ergonomic mattresses could ever
trump the ability of pimps to exploit the abused and psychologically manipulatable runaway girls they
prey upon." 

Theodore Dalrymple, a writer and retired physician, wrote in the Feb. 3, 2005 City Journal article
"Welfare-to-Work's New Thrust":
"A few years ago, prostitutes disappeared from the pages of medical journals; they returned as 'sex
workers.' Nor did they work in prostitution any more: they were employees in the 'sex industry.'
Presumably, orgasms are now a consumer product just like any other. As for pimps, the correct term
is probably: 'brief sexual liaison coordinators.' 
The editors who decided on the new terminology almost certainly felt, and probably still do feel, a
warm glow of self-satisfaction (one of the few emotions than never lets you down). How they must
have prided themselves on their broadmindedness, as they strove to reduce the small-minded stigma
traditionally attached to offering sexual services in return for money! How morally brave and daring
they must have felt, to fly so boldly in the face of two millennia of unthinking condemnation! 
...The idea of the state coercing its population into prostitution is, of course, repellent. Even the most
liberal of liberals would probably agree with that. This means that there is after all a moral difference
between prostitution and washing dishes in the local restaurant or stacking supermarket shelves. And
that prostitution is both age-old and ineradicable does not make it any less degrading to all
concerned." 

Charles H. Ramsey, former Police Chief of Washington, DC, stated in the May 11, 1999 interview
"Q&A with Charles H. Ramsey" on Levey Live (a weekly live online discussion) on Washington Post
with Bob Levey:
"I believe that two crimes make a city look totally out of control. That's open prostitution and open air
drug trafficking. I was appalled at the blatant prostitution taking place in the District and I have been
determined to put an end to it. You're right that often times a problem is simply displaced when strong
enforcement action is taken, that's to be expected, actually. The key is to shift resources to the new
location and continue to take strong enforcement action wherever the problem crops up. Eventually,
people engaged in this kind of activity either stop or leave the area altogether."

Jeffrey J. Barrows, DO, Health Consultant on Human Trafficking for the Christian Medical Association,
wrote in the Sep. 9, 2005 article "HIV and Prostitution: What's the Answer?" published on the Center
for Bioethics Human Dignity website:
"Even if a prostitute is being tested every week for HIV, she will test negative for at least the first 4-6
weeks and possibly the first 12 weeks after being infected. If we assume that he or she takes only 4
weeks to become positive, because there is an additional lag time of 1-2 weeks to get the results
back, there will be at best a window period of 6 weeks for a prostitute. The average prostitute services
between 10-15 clients per day. This means that while the test is becoming positive and the results are
becoming known, that prostitute may expose up to 630 clients to HIV. This is under the best of
circumstances with testing every week and a four-week window period. It also assumes that the
prostitute will quit working as soon as he or she finds out the test is HIV positive, which is highly
unlikely. This is not the best approach for actually reducing harm. Instead, in order to slow the global
spread of HIV/AIDS we should focus our efforts on abolishing prostitution."

Lisa Thompson, Liaison for the Abolition of Sexual Trafficking for the United States Salvation Army,
stated in her Jan. 26, 2007 phone interview with ProCon.org:
"We need to eliminate the purchase of commercial sex. That is no easy task. People tell me all the
time that prostitution has been around forever and you can't stop this. I think that's baloney. There are
a lot of things that have been around forever but if we provide the right evidence and provide positive
motivation and use our laws effectively people's behaviors can change and we can change people's
minds…
I'm opposed to anything that would legalize the purchasing of sex by buyers. I'm opposed to pimping
being legal. I'm opposed to brothel keeping being legal. I think we need to absolutely keep as many
barriers up as possible. We want to create a sense that buying sex from a woman is socially
unacceptable and legally unacceptable…
Prostitution is a despairing, horrible condition for any women and girl who should end up there. We
need to get more and better information out to the public about the harms of prostitution: mortality,
homicide, suicide, sexually transmitted diseases, violence, beatings, shootings, stabbings, rape… It is
no life for anyone." 

Joseph Parker, Clinical Director of the Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation, wrote in the article "How
Prostitution Works" posted on the Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation website (accessed Jan. 19, 2009):
"People who have had luckier lives, as well as those who profit from the sex industry in some way,
frequently refer to prostitution and pornography as 'victim-less crimes'. They point to a tiny fraction of
sex workers who actually might be involved by choice. They selectively read history to find some tiny
minority, somewhere, at some time, who gained something in the sex business.
The very selectiveness of their attention indicates that, on some level, they know that for almost
everyone, involvement in the sex industry is a terrible misfortune.
As many an old cop will say, 'Anyone who thinks prostitution is a victimless crime, hasn’t seen it up
close.'"

S.M. Berg, Co-Founder of the Sexual Health Activist Group (SHAG), wrote in the article "Hey,
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Progressives! Cathouse Got Your Tongue?" in the July 2006 Portland Alliance:
"Instead of railing against the increasing exploitation of females internationally, mainstream American
feminists have mostly chosen to ignore the severe and tragic harms of prostitution. Why the wall of
silence regarding men’s legitimized sense of entitlement to demand sex anytime, any way they want it,
from mostly minority and poverty-stricken women?
...Rejecting prostitution is consistent with the feminist belief that men do not have a right to control
women’s sexuality ever, but too many feminist women still can't say so while standing tall and without
apologizing for believing it." 

Mary Anne Layden, PhD, Co-Director of the Sexual Trauma and Psychopathology Program at the
Center for Cognitive Therapy at the University of Pennsylvania, was quoted as having stated in the
Aug. 10, 2005 The Australian article "Porn Fuels Prostitution":
"Internet pornography and the legalisation of prostitution have driven up demand through a set of
beliefs that imply that this behaviour is normal, acceptable, common and doesn't hurt anyone so the
person has permission to continue to behave in that way...
There are not enough women in Australia who have been raped as a child, are homeless, or have a
drug addiction, to be prostitutes, because in reality these are the women who end up in this situation.
In this case, you have to deceive or kidnap women and children from other countries, take their
passport, beat them up and put them into sex slavery." 

John Paul, II, 264th Pope of the Catholic Apostolic Roman Church, stated in his June 29, 1995 "Letter
to Women" provided on www.vatican.va:
"Nor can we fail, in the name of the respect due to the human person, to condemn the widespread
hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic exploitation of sexuality and
corrupts even very young girls into letting their bodies be used for profit."

In US v. Bitty (decided Feb. 24, 1908), the US Supreme Court, in a decision written by then Associate
Justice John Marshall Harlan:
"There can be no doubt as to what class was aimed at by the clause forbidding the importation of alien
women for purposes of 'prostitution.' It refers to women who, for hire or without hire, offer their bodies
to indiscriminate intercourse with men. The lives and example of such persons are in hostility to 'the
idea of the family as consisting in and springing from the union for life of one man and one woman in
the holy estate of matrimony; the sure foundation of all that is stable and noble in our civilization; the
best guaranty of that reverent morality which is the source of all beneficent progress in social and
political improvement.'"

Melissa Farley, PhD, Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and Education, wrote in the
article "Bad for the Body, Bad for the Heart" published in the Oct. 2004 Violence Against Women:
"Legal sex businesses provide locations where sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, and violence
against women are perpetrated with impunity. State-sponsored prostitution endangers all women and
children in that acts of sexual predation are normalized — acts ranging from the seemingly banal
(breast massage) to the lethal (snuff prostitution that includes filming of actual murders of real women
and children)... 
Johns who buy women, groups promoting legalized prostitution, and governments that support state-
sponsored sex industries comprise a tripartite partnership that endangers all women. These groups
collude in denying the everyday violence and subsequent health dangers to those in prostitution." 

Dave Quist, MPA, Executive Director of the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada (IMFC), was
quoted as having stated in the July 13, 2006 LifeSiteNews.com article "National Post Advocating
Legalization of Prostitution Again":
"The concept that 'mom's job' is having sex with strangers sets the wrong tone for family life. It hurts
the woman, it hurts the children; that is an exploitative situation. If prostitution is legal it affords men
the 'excuse' to go find sex outside of marriage, when things in the marriage are difficult. That does
nothing to enhance the relationship between a man and a woman. 
[Prostitution] runs opposite to what relationships are supposed to be. Intimacy and love are not
involved; it's just a purely physical act. It lowers both people to the lowest common denominator." 

Ronald Reagan, 40th President of the United States and interviewed as former Governor of California
(Jan. 1967-Jan. 1975) at the time of the quotation, was quoted as having stated in the July 1975
Reason Magazine article "Inside Ronald Reagan":
"Prostitution has been listed as a nonvictim crime. Well, is anyone naive enough to believe that
prostitution just depends on willing employees coming in and saying that's the occupation they want to
practice? It doesn't.
...Talk to law enforcement people about the seamy side of how the recruiting is done, including what
in an earlier day was called the white slave traffic - and you will find that the recruiting for prostitution
is not one of just taking an ad in the paper and saying come be a prostitute and letting someone walk
in willingly."

Should prostitution be legal in licensed places like brothels?
NO
Melissa Farley, PhD, Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and Education, wrote in the Oct.
2004 Violence Against Women journal article "'Bad for the Body, Bad for the Heart:' Prostitution
Harms Women Even If Legalized or Decriminalized" that:
"The regulation of prostitution by zoning is a physical manifestation of the same social/psychological
stigma that decriminalization advocates allegedly want to avoid. Reflecting the social isolation of those
in it, prostitution is often removed from the mainstream. Whether in Turkish genelevs (walled-off
multiunit brothel complexes) or in Nevada brothels (ringed with barbed wire or electric fencing),
women in state-zoned prostitution are physically isolated and socially rejected by the rest of society."

Veronica Monet, prostitute and author, in a Mar. 26, 2006 interview on the Suicide Girls website, said:
"Most of the brothels do not care about the women who work for them. They care about the clients
who are paying them. I don't like legalized brothels. I have nothing against the women that are
working in this system but the women who work in legal strip clubs and legal brothels do not benefit
from any kind of labor rights."

Anastasia Volkonsky, JD, Founder and former Project Director of Prevention, Referral, Outreach,
Mentoring, and Intervention to End Sexual Exploitation (PROMISE), in the Feb. 27, 1995 Insight on
the News article "Legalization the 'Profession' Would Sanction the Abuse," wrote:
"Behind the facade of a regulated industry, brothel prostitutes in Nevada are captive in conditions
analogous to slavery. Women often are procured for the brothels from other areas by pimps who
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dump them at the house in order to collect the referral fee. Women report working in shifts commonly
as long as 12 hours, even when ill, menstruating or pregnant, with no right to refuse a customer who
has requested them or to refuse the sexual act for which he has paid. The dozen or so prostitutes I
interviewed said they are expected to pay the brothel room and board and a percentage of their
earnings -- sometimes up to 50 percent. They also must pay for mandatory extras such as medical
exams, assigned clothing and fines incurred for breaking house rules. And, contrary to the common
claim that the brothel will protect women from the dangerous, crazy clients on the streets, rapes and
assaults by customers are covered up by the management."

Should the government collect taxes from prostitution?
NO
Janice Raymond, PhD, former Co-Executive Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
(CATW) wrote "State-Sponsored Prostitution" for the Seminar on the Effects of Legalisation of
Prostitution Activities, in Stockholm on Nov. 5-6, 2002, stating that:
"We believe that State-sponsored prostitution is one of the significant root causes of sex trafficking.
We call legalized or regulated prostitution State-sponsored prostitution because although legalized or
regulated systems vary, the common element is that the system of prostitution itself becomes
accepted and legitimated by the State. The term State-sponsored prostitution signals that in any of
these legalized or regulated systems that recognize the sex industry as a legitimate enterprise, the
State effectively becomes another pimp, living off the earnings of women in prostitution."

Diane Post, JD, in the July 1999 Off Our Backs article "Legalizing Prostitution: A Systematic Rebuttal,"
wrote:
"I personally have been physically threatened and attacked and sued for exposing pornography and
prostitution. I don't believe those of us who oppose it are naive. In fact the huge economic profits and
entrenchment of such economic activity in national economies by national governments is precisely
the point - women are becoming commodities not only for private businesses but for the state as well."

Donna M. Hughes, PhD, Professor and Eleanor M. and Oscar M. Carlson Endowed Chair of the
Women's Studies Program at the University of Rhode Island, wrote in the May 11, 2004 National
Review article "Don’t Legalize" that stated:
"German lawmakers thought they were going to get hundreds of millions of euros in tax revenue when
they legalized prostitution and brothels in 2002. But keeping with criminal nature of prostitution, the
newly redefined 'business owners' and 'freelance staff' in brothels will not pay up. Germany is suffering
a budget deficit, and the Federal Audit Office estimates that the government has lost over two billion
euros a year in unpaid tax revenue from the sex industry. Last week, lawmakers started to look for
ways to increase collection of taxes from prostitutes. Disgustingly, they expect to solve their economic
problems, at least in part, off the backs of the some of the most abused and exploited women in the
world."

Is legal prostitution a legitimate business?
NO
 
Virada Somswasdi, JD, President of the Foundation for Women, Law and Rural Development
(FORWARD), said in a Mar. 9, 2004 speech at Cornell Law School that:
"One needs to completely rid oneself of the voracity for cash to see that prostitution, although
legalized, can never be a legitimate business because it will always be associated with crime,
corruption, class, mass sexual exploitation and human trafficking."

Bodil Kornbek, Chairperson of Denmark's Christian Democrats, is quoted in the Feb. 20, 2004
,Copenhagen Post as having said:
"It's wrong to promote the fact that one person buying another is legitimate. To us, this is nothing more
than human trafficking, and it's completely unacceptable."

Janice G. Raymond, PhD, former Co-Executive Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
(CATW), in the article "Legitimating Prostitution as Sex Work: UN Labour Organization (ILO) Calls for
Recognition of the Sex Industry," posted to the CATW website (accessed Nov. 28, 2007), wrote:
"...[I]t is a travesty that the ILO would now be calling for the economic recognition of prostitution as
legitimate work. If women in prostitution are counted as workers, pimps as businessmen, and the
buyers as customers, thus legitimating the entire sex industry as an economic sector, then
governments can abdicate responsibility for making decent and sustainable employment available to
women."

Donna M. Hughes, PhD, Professor and Eleanor M. and Oscar M. Carlson Endowed Chair of the
Women's Studies Program at the University of Rhode Island, wrote the Feb. 1999 article "Legalization
Will Legitimize the Abuse" posted on her website, that stated:
"Legalization and regulation aim to redefine prostitution as a form of work, indicated by the use of the
term "sex work." The renaming may clean up the image of prostitution, but it doesn't end the violence
and exploitation. It only allows criminals and members of organized crime rings to become legitimate
businessmen and work hand-in-hand with the state in marketing women's bodies... 

Prostitution is an extreme form of gender discrimination. Legalization of this violence to women
restricts women's freedom and citizenship rights. If women are allowed to become a legitimate
commodity, they are consigned to a second-class citizenship. Democracy is subverted."     

Does individual economic opportunity justify legalizing prostitution?
NO
Sr. Clare Nolan, MSW, NGO representative of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd to the United
Nations's Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), wrote in a Dec. 18, 2006 e-mail to ProCon.org
that:
"[W]hen the prostitution of women is accepted as a legally and socially accepted activity, it decreases
any incentive for the government to develop real employment opportunities and educational and skills
development projects for women - 'Oh, well, those poor women can always survive by giving
themselves over to being prostituted' – and it begins a circular belief that they actually enjoy being
prostituted, which leads to normalizing this human rights abuse….on and on… with very little social
analysis that links the prostitution of women with the current economic status of women or the social
status with in patriarchal cultures.
 
Thus the government becomes more and more embedded in the status quo inequality of women and
the systems that support such inequality."
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Gunilla S. Ekberg, Special Advisor on issues of prostitution and trafficking in women at the Swedish
Division for Gender Equality, at the Nov. 2002 Seminar on the Effects of Legalisation of Prostitution
Activities in Stockholm said:
"Some prostitution defenders argue that prostitution is an acceptable solution to poverty. They assert
that prostitution is a legitimate and rational choice for poor, uneducated and unskilled women for
whom other kinds of work alternatives are hard to come by.  What they mean, but do not say, is that
prostitution is an acceptable solution for women living in poverty. Seldom do we see proposals that
poor men should make their way out of poverty by welcoming the insertion of penises and other
objects into them on a regular basis or dance naked on a stage in front of ogling and masturbating
males. The prostitution industry exploits to its advantage the fact that most women and children who
are in prostitution come from the most oppressed and vulnerable groups in society."

Wendy Wright, President of Concerned Women for America's (CWA), was quoted in the Mar. 5, 2003
CWA report entitled "Legalizing Prostitution at the U.N." as having said:
"Anyone who considers legalizing prostitution as a solution to sexual trafficking or poverty should be
required to learn what prostitutes endure. No one wants their daughter to grow up to be sexually
abused, so we shouldn't legitimize the abuse of other people's daughters."

Janice Raymond, PhD, former Co-Executive Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
(CATW), wrote in the Oct. 1, 2004 Violence Against Women journal that:
"Rather than economic opportunity for women, state-sponsored prostitution is economic opportunism.
The most glaring evidence of women's economic marginalization and social inequality is the rampant
commodification of women in prostitution, sex trafficking, sex tourism, and mail-order-bride industries.
In a context of severe global economic decline, it seems the height of economic opportunism to argue
for the recognition of the sex industry based on transforming women's sexual and economic
exploitation into legitimate work. Actual unemployment of women is disguised by the fact that large
numbers of women are limited to the 'employment' of prostitution and other 'jobs' in the sex industry."

Is prostitution a victimless crime?
NO

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), in the 1992 Female Juvenile
Prostitution: Problem and Response stated:
"MYTH 2 - Prostitution is a victimless crime. 

Prostitution creates a setting whereby crimes against men, women, and children become a
commercial enterprise.... It is an assault when he/she forces a prostitute to engage in sadomasochistic
sex scenes. When a pimp compels a prostitute to submit to sexual demands as a condition of
employment, it is exploitation, sexual harassment, or rape -- acts that are based on the prostitute’s
compliance rather than her consent. The fact that a pimp or customer gives money to a prostitute for
submitting to these acts does not alter the fact that child sexual abuse, rape, and/or battery occurs; it
merely redefines these crimes as prostitution."

The Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of the Migrants and Itinerant People, in the June 20-21,
2006 "First International Meeting of Pastoral Care for the Liberation of Women of the Street," wrote:
"Who is the victim? 

She is a human being, in many cases crying for help because selling her body on the street is not
what she would choose to do voluntarily. She is torn apart, she is dead psychologically and spiritually.
Each person has a different story, mainly one of violence, abuse, mistrust, low self esteem, fear, lack
of opportunities. Each has experienced deep wounds that need to be healed."

Joseph Parker, Clinical Director of the Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation, wrote the Aug. 4, 1998 "How
Prostitution Works," which stated:
"People who have had luckier lives, as well as those who profit from the sex industry in some way,
frequently refer to prostitution and pornography as 'victim-less crimes'. They point to a tiny fraction of
sex workers who actually might be involved by choice. They selectively read history to find some tiny
minority, somewhere, at some time, who gained something in the sex business.

The very selectiveness of their attention indicates that, on some level, they know that for almost
everyone, involvement in the sex industry is a terrible misfortune. 

As many an old cop will say, 'Anyone who thinks prostitution is a victimless crime, hasn’t seen it up
close.'"

Andrew Arena, JD, Special Agent in Charge of Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in Detroit, was
quoted in the Aug. 16, 2006 FBI press release "Halting Human Trafficking: 31 Arrests in Major
Prostitution Ring" as having said:
"Illegal prostitution is not a victimless crime. The FBI is part of the apparatus in place to protect people,
sometimes even from their own poor choices."

Would legal prostitution better protect prostitutes from violence?
NO
Mary Sullivan, PhD, author, wrote the 2005 report "What Happens When Prostitution Becomes Work?
" which stated:
"No other workplace has to cover the range of health and safety issues that ensue from this sexual
and economic exchange. Together with STIs [Sexually Transmitted Infections], verbal abuse,
battering, sexual harassment and violence, rape and unwanted pregnancies are recognised
occupational health and safety risks within the prostitution industry. This does not change because
prostitution is legalised."

Melissa Farley, PhD, Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and Education, in the Oct. 2004
Psychiatric Times article "Prostitution Is Sexual Violence," wrote:
"Regardless of prostitution's status (legal, illegal or decriminalized) or its physical location (strip club,
massage parlor, street, escort/home/hotel), prostitution is extremely dangerous for women. Homicide
is a frequent cause of death.... It is a cruel lie to suggest that decriminalization or legalization will
protect anyone in prostitution. It is not possible to protect someone whose source of income exposes
them to the likelihood of being raped on average once a week.
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It is a cruel lie to suggest that decriminalization or legalization will protect anyone in prostitution. It is
not possible to protect someone whose source of income exposes them to the likelihood of being
raped on average once a week."

Anastasia Volkonsky, JD, Founder and former Project Director of Prevention, Referral, Outreach,
Mentoring, and Intervention to End Sexual Exploitation (PROMISE), in the Feb. 27, 1995 Insight on
the News article "Legalization the 'Profession' Would Sanction the Abuse," wrote:
"Behind the facade of a regulated industry, brothel prostitutes in Nevada are captive in conditions
analogous to slavery. Women often are procured for the brothels from other areas by pimps who
dump them at the house in order to collect the referral fee. Women report working in shifts commonly
as long as 12 hours, even when ill, menstruating or pregnant, with no right to refuse a customer who
has requested them or to refuse the sexual act for which he has paid.... And, contrary to the common
claim that the brothel will protect women from the dangerous, crazy clients on the streets, rapes and
assaults by customers are covered up by the management."

Standing Against Global Exploitation (SAGE) posted on its website "Frequently Asked Questions
about SAGE and CSE" (accessed Mar. 9, 2007), which stated:
"...[L]egalization actually makes it more difficult to prosecute rapists, perpetrators, and traffickers.
Because the sex industries are more legitimized under legalization, there is no basic presumption that
buying or selling someone else’s body is a crime — and therefore the burden on victims of violence to
prove that they are experiencing harm or exploitation is increased. When sexual exploitation is
legalized, sexual abusers can use excuses like, 'she’s just a ho who wanted more money' to discredit
anyone in the sex industries who tries to get legal support."

Would legal prostitution decrease sexual violence such as rape?
NO
 
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) Australia branch posted on their website "Frequently
Asked Questions About Prostitution" (accessed Mar. 8, 2007) that stated:
"...[I]n cases of gang rape by sportsmen in Australia in 2004, it has become clear that the use of
prostituted women and strip clubs is integral to the woman hating and male bonding which led to the
sexual violence. The argument also suggests that women who are not prostituted are safer because
some other women are set aside to be commercially raped on their behalf. Women's equality requires
that all women should be free from sexual exploitation. Prostitution cannot eliminate rape when it is
itself bought rape. The connection between rape and prostitution is that women are turned into objects
for men's sexual use; they can be either bought or stolen. A culture in which women can be bought for
use is one in which rape flourishes[.]"

Safer Society Foundation, Inc. (then known as Prison Research Education Action Project), in the 1976
Instead of Prisons: A Handbook for Abolitionists, wrote:
"Three cities which allowed open prostitution experienced a decline in rape after prostitution was again
prohibited. Rapists include men who do not patronize prostitutes. Rapists include men who have
'girlfriends,' or are married, or living with women. Statistical studies of reported rapes show that the
majority of rapists are well below the age of males who most frequently use prostitutes. Finally, in
Vietnam, brothels for the American military were officially sanctioned and incorporated into the base-
camp recreation areas and yet G.I. rape and sexual abuse of Vietnamese women and girls is one of
the most atrocious chapters of violence in U.S. history."

Melissa Farley, PhD, Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and Education, in the Oct. 2004
journal Violence Against Women article "Bad for the Body, Bad for the Heart," wrote:
"Legal sex businesses provide locations where sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, and violence
against women are perpetrated with impunity. State-sponsored prostitution endangers all women and
children in that acts of sexual predation are normalized..."
     
Should police resources be used against prostitution?
YES

William Bratton, Police Chief of Los Angeles, California, and George Kelling, PhD, wrote in their Feb.
28, 2006 National Review article "There Are No Cracks in the Broken Windows":
"We've argued for many years that when police pay attention to minor offenses — such as
prostitution, graffiti,  aggressive panhandling — they can reduce fear, strengthen communities, and
prevent serious crime."

The POPPY Project, a London-based research project focused on prostitution and human trafficking in
the UK, in its Dec. 2004 report "Paying the Price: Eaves Response to the Home Office Consultation on
Prostition," wrote:
"We support a return to vice squads. Support services for women in prostitution have long stated that
vice squads patrolling street prostitution areas are preferable to the alternative, and that some women
have the opportunity to develop regular contact with individual police officers, many of whom have
built up an expertise regarding the issues and the individuals on their beat. This can make it easier for
women to report attacks and robberies. 

The police should only arrest those involved in prostitution if they are committing additional offences,
and shift the focus to the customers and pimps. Although few selling sex are likely to support a
crackdown on customers because it will mean a drop in their income, evidence from Sweden has
shown that for some of the women on the street, removing the buyers created a space for them to
consider leaving prostitution. It also meant that, because the women were not being arrested, they
could begin to view the police as being there to assist the vulnerable."

Kenneth Cauthen, PhD, John Price Crozer Griffith Professor Emeritus of Theology, at Colgate
Rochester Crozer Divinity School, in his essay "Legalizing Prostitution" on his website (accessed Dec.
3, 2007), wrote:
"The money currently used for enforcement of criminal laws against prostitution should be used [to]
help those who are tempted by sex work. Police should be used to direct street prostitutes looking for
any way to make money to survive to places where they can be helped. They, of course, should also
do what they can to protect everyone from violence, exploitation, and coercion. Many of those who
find themselves in desperate circumstances...are damaged personalities, lost souls, who need love,
compassion, treatment, guidance, and all the care that [can] be given to salvage precious lives. Here
is where our money and concern should be. A larger societal work of prevention and treatment of the
personal and social ills that destroy children in their homes and communities is the great need, not
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more policemen on the streets to harass the human consequences of our neglect and cruelty."

R.T. Rybak, Mayor of Minneapolis, Minnesota, was quoted in the May 21, 2007 article "Mayor Rybak,
Chief Dolan Support Crack Down on Prostitution" published on the City of Minneapolis, Minnesota
website, as having said:
"Prostitution is not welcome in our community...We need everyone — residents and police — to work
together to rid this problem from our community. This is a perfect example of the need for residents to
trust local police..."

The Ipswich Labour Party, UK, in its Aug. 4, 2006 article "Results of Ipswich Street Prostitution
Survey" on its website, wrote:
"The councillors believe that a sustained and properly funded programme combining tough
enforcement, physical deterrence measures and help to get out of prostitution would have a significant
effect on reducing the problem of street prostitution in Ipswich. The main elements of such a
programme should be: 
• Increased high visibility patrols by police and community safety officers... 
• More enforcement action to be taken against both prostitutes and kerb crawlers; more and better
use of ASBO's [Anti-Social Behavior Order's]; consideration given to 'naming and shaming' kerb
crawlers..."

Does legal prostitution lead to human trafficking and slavery?
YES
The U.S. Department of State, in its June 2007 issue of the "Trafficking in Humans Report," stated:
"Sex trafficking would not exist without the demand for commercial sex flourishing around the world.
The U.S. Government adopted a strong position against prostitution in a December 2002 policy
decision, which states that prostitution is inherently harmful and dehumanizing and fuels trafficking in
persons. 
Prostitution and related activities—including pimping and patronizing or maintaining brothels—
encourage the growth of modern-day slavery by providing a façade behind which traffickers for sexual
exploitation operate. Where prostitution is tolerated, there is a greater demand for human trafficking
victims and nearly always an increase in the number of women and children trafficked into commercial
sex slavery. Few women seek out or choose to be in prostitution, and most are desperate to leave it.
A 2003 scientific study in the Journal of Trauma Practice found that 89 percent of women in
prostitution want to escape prostitution but had no other options for survival."
Margareta Winberg, Former Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden, said at the Seminar on the Effects of
Legalisation of Prostitution Activities in Stockholm on Nov. 5-6, 2002 that:
"I believe that we will never succeed in combating trafficking in women if we do not simultaneously
work to abolish prostitution and the sexual exploitation of women and children. Particularly in light of
the fact that many women in prostitution in countries that have legalised prostitution are originally
victims of trafficking in women."

Should cities shame johns by putting their faces on billboards, television, and the internet after their
arrest?
YES
Richard M. Daley, JD, Mayor of Chicago, Illinois, in a June 21, 2005 press conference, as reported by
Bruce Blythe in the July 15, 2005 Bloomberg article entitled "Who's Accused of Soliciting Sex in
Chicago? See Them on the Web," said:
"We're telling everyone who sets foot in Chicago, if you solicit a prostitute, you will be arrested. And
when you are arrested, people will know. Your spouse, children, friends, neighbors and employers will
know."

Wichita Police Department Captain Felecia Norris, told TV station KAKE in Wichita, Kansas, for its
story "Prostitution Busts Go Online in Wichita" on Mar. 2, 2007, that:
"Photos of people arrested in connection with prostitution-related offenses will be posted on the
Wichita Police Department website for 30 days. Once they have gone through the judicial system and
are convicted, their photos will be posted for another 30 days. In addition, we will post photos of
individuals for whom a warrant for a prostitution-related offense has been issued. That photo and
warrant information will remain on the website until  they are apprehended.
 
The crime of prostitution directly affects the quality of life in our community. The Wichita Police
Department will continue to do everything possible to reduce prostitution and make Wichita more safe
and secure."

Is pornography prostitution?
YES
Bruce A. Taylor, JD, Immigration Judge, said in a June 2001 interview with PBS's FRONTLINE that:
"If somebody made a movie, an R-rated love scene, where they were sort of naked and pretending to
have sex, that's acting. But in the hardcore film, nobody's acting. It's prostitution."

Sheila Jeffreys, PhD, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Melbourne, in a Dec.
4, 2002 speech entitled "The International Political Economy of Pornography" at the 30 year
celebration seminar of Finnish Council for Equality, stated:
"Pornography is a form of prostitution i.e. women are paid to have sexual practices carried out on and
in their bodies. Even in those countries where brothel prostitution is illegal such as the US, prostitution
is legal if it is for pornography. This legal form of prostitution has created a foundation for demand the
decriminalisation of other forms of the prostitution industry. In my state of Victoria the porn industry
was an important force in legalisation of brothels in 1984 and now the brothels advertise and sell their
women at the Sexpos. It is important to understand that porn is prostitution and brothel prostitution is
able to become more respectable as the industry develops its strength, and political influence.
Presently there is an international campaign to decriminalise the prostitution industry. Lobbyists
financed by the international sex industry and AIDS money work in South Africa, UK, Eastern Europe
to create a profitable and legal brothel prostitution industry. Pornography leads the way, softening up
attitudes to the sexual exploitation of women, and building the profits and political clout of sex
industrialists who sought to diversify their interests into all forms of prostitution."

Kathleen Barry, PhD, Professor Emerita of Human Development at Pennsylvania State University,
wrote in the 1979 Female Sexual Slavery that:
"Pornography is a form of prostitution. Its producers and distributors can be defined as pimps as they
are living off the earnings of prostitutes."
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Rebecca Whisnant, PhD, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Dayton, was quoted in
the July-Aug. 2005 Off Our Backs article "A DiffERENT KiNd of FEMiNiSM: Feminists Resisting
Pornography and Prostitution" as having said:
"One of the key points we wanted to get across in the book is that pornography is prostitution. This
means that women in the pornography industry suffer much of the same damage as women in other
forms of prostitution. It also means that pornography consumers (of either sex) are Johns, and are
accountable for the harm their behavior causes and supports."

Is prostitution psychologically harmful to prostitutes?
YES

Melissa Farley, PhD, Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and Education, wrote "Bad for the
Body, Bad for the Heart" in the Oct. 2004 Violence Against Women, that stated:
"Laws that justify legalization or decriminalization of prostitution to safeguard women’s health fail to
address the psychological harm of prostitution.... 
PTSD [Post Traumatic Stress Disorder] is characterized by anxiety, depression, insomnia, irritability,
flashbacks, emotional numbing, and hyperalertness. Symptoms are more severe and long lasting
when the stressor is of human design. PTSD is normative among prostituted women. Farley et al.
(2003) found a PTSD prevalence rate of 68% among those in prostitution in nine countries. This rate
was comparable to the rates of PTSD among battered women seeking shelter, rape survivors, and
survivors of state-sponsored torture.... 
 
Dissociation occurs during extreme stress among prisoners of war who are tortured, among children
who are sexually assaulted, and among women who are battered, raped, or prostituted. Dissociation,
depression, and other mood disorders are common among prostituted women in street, escort, and
strip club prostitution. Dissociation in prostitution results from both childhood sexual violence and
sexual violence in adult prostitution. At the same time, dissociation is a job requirement for surviving
prostitution."

Hilary L. Surratt, PhD, et. al., in the study titled "The Connections of Mental Health Problems, Violent
Life Experiences, and the Social Milieu of the 'Stroll' with the HIV Risk Behaviors of Female Street Sex
Workers," in the July 2005 Journal of Psychology & Human Sexuality, wrote that:
"This study... documented elevated prevalence rates of current depression and anxiety among the
sample of street-based female sex workers. These data are supported by similar studies reporting
high levels of past year depressive symptoms in 64% to 70% of street sex workers, and well exceed
the rates of current depression in both incarcerated women (10%) and women in the general
population (5% to 9%). Moreover, these levels of depressive symptoms are significantly higher than
those of other female drug users who are not necessarily sex workers. For example, in a study of 420
African American female, out-of-treatment drug users in St. Louis, only 11% reported depression
during the past month."

Margarita Alegria, PhD, et al., in the Dec. 1994 American Journal of Public Health article "HIV
Infection, Risk Behaviors, and Depressive Symptoms among Puerto Rican Sex Workers," wrote:
"Of particular concern is the finding that 70% of the participants [prostitutes] had high levels of
depressive symptoms.... These data indicate that the high level of depressive symptoms observed for
study participants appears to be a serious problem facing these women."

Would legal prostitution decrease sexually transmitted diseases?
NO
Realistic, Equal, Active, for Life (REAL) Women of Canada, in its Mar.-Apr. 2005 Reality newsletter
article "Prostitution In Canada and Other Countries," wrote:
"In 1986, the Victorian Labour government [Victoria, Australia] legalized brothels, claiming crime would
be eliminated, prostitutes' lives would be made safer, and there would be fewer health risks. None of
this happened.
...Sexually transmitted diseases (STD) and AIDS increased. This was due to the fact that medical
authorities examined only one of the partners in the sex act, which was self-defeating. Also,
favourable medical results provided a false sense of security to clients, prostitutes and controllers.
Medical examinations also provoked hostility and decreased cooperation from prostitutes who moved
around too often to be monitored. If one did become infected with a sexually transmitted disease,
another prostitute would replace her for the medical check up, using the infected woman's medical
card."

Janice Raymond, PhD, former Co-Executive Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
(CATW), wrote in the 2003 Journal of Trauma Practice article "Ten Reasons for Not Legalizing
Prostitution And a Legal Response to the Demand for Prostitution," that:
"A legalized system of prostitution that mandates health checks and certification only for women and
not for clients is blatantly discriminatory to women. Women only health checks make no public health
sense because monitoring prostituted women does not protect them from HIV/AIDS or STDs, since
male clients can and do originally transmit disease to the women. 
It is argued that legalized brothels or other controlled prostitution establishments protect women
through enforceable condom policies. In one of CATW's studies, U.S. women in prostitution
interviewed reported the following: 47% stated that men expected sex without a condom; 73%
reported that men offered to pay more for sex without a condom; 45% of women said they were
abused if they insisted that men use condoms. Some women said that certain establishments may
have rules that men wear condoms but, in reality, men still try to have sex without them. One woman
stated:It's regulation to wear a condom at the sauna, but negotiable between parties on the side."

Cheryl Edwardes, LLM, former Attorney General for Western Australia, in the May 6, 2003 Australian
Legislative Assembly, said:
"The community may accept that some level of prostitution is inevitable. However, that does not mean
supporting anything that might result in more brothels and more prostitutes. It certainly does not mean
tacit endorsement of a system that could send a wrong message to young women that prostitution is a
desirable career option.... Words alone will not keep out the criminal element. Under this legislation
[Prostitution Control Bill  2003], prostitution is to be legalised and more illegal brothels will operate, yet
there is no indication in the legislation of how the Labor Government plans to ensure that STDs will not
spread throughout the community. Simply talking about the dangers of unprotected sex will not stop
it.... 
Condoms are not used 100 per cent of the time in the sex industry because there is a much lower
percentage of use by street workers. Street workers have a greater dependence on drugs.... Unsafe
practices continue. ...[U]p to 50 per cent of brothel workers are undertaking oral sex without using



2010/02/09 12:36 PMFamily Policy Institute - Prostitution - International Expert Opinion On Prostitution

Page 10 of 15http://www.familypolicyinstitute.com/article.php?id=32

prophylactics. The figure is quite concerning because STDs can be transmitted in that way."

Should people have a right to become prostitutes?
NO
Virada Somswasdi, JD, President of the Foundation for Women, Law and Rural Development
(FORWARD), said in a Mar. 9, 2004 speech at Cornell Law School:
"The implicit assumption of free choice in wording such as 'the private affairs of individuals', 'personal
freedom', 'right to privacy' and 'the consent of two adults' are nothing but the formation of an illusion
perpetuating lack of social awareness of sexual slavery. 
Dominated by the patriarchal social structure, male and female members of society fail to understand
that prostitution is about the flesh trade, and involves a high risk of exposure to violence characterized
by bodily harm, health hazards and mental trauma. It is about the violation of women's human rights.
Prostitution is not about women enjoying rights over their own bodies; on the contrary, it is an
expression of men's control over women's sexuality. It is the hiring out of one's body for the purposes
of sexual intercourse, abuse and manifestations of undifferentiated male lust. It is about gendered,
ethnic, age, racial and class power relations. By no means is it the 'consent of two adults', when one
party is the buyer and the other the seller, especially when the buying party happens to be socially
constructed as 'the better sex', 'the better class', 'the more matured', 'the power- that- be', 'the more
cultural polished' or 'the fairer skin' etc." 

Margareta Winberg, Former Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden, said at the Nov. 5-6, 2002 Seminar on
the Effects of Legalisation of Prostitution Activities in Stockholm that:
"I would like to remind us all that efforts to combat prostitution and trafficking in women can only
succeed if we refuse to be the stooges of the international prostitution industry. Instead of adopting the
superficial and individualised arguments put forward by advocates of legalisation, we must take a
stand against a society in which women and children are regarded as commodities for trade; against
the purchase of women and children by men, and for a future in which all women and children are
given equal opportunities and in which their human rights are respected." 

Esohe Aghatise, PhD, Founder and Executive Director of the Associazione Iroko Onlus, wrote in an
Oct. 2004 Violence Against Women article titled "Trafficking for Prostitution in Italy" that:
"The argument that regulation of prostitution better protects women in prostitution is deceptive.
Prostitution itself is a form of violence against women and a negation of women's fundamental human
rights. Studies have shown that women in prostitution, whether in private apartments, hotel rooms, sex
clubs, massage parlors, or in large megacenters of prostitution activities, still experience many forms
of violence (Raymond et al., 2002). In a male-dominant culture, prostitution denies equality to women
by treating the female body as an instrument of commerce." 
Brenda Zurita, Project Director for Concerned Women for America's (CWA) Crossing the Bridge
initiative against sex trafficking and child exploitation, in a Dec. 14, 2005 CWA article, wrote:
"...Abolitionists fighting to end sex trafficking see all prostitution as violent, exploitative and harmful to
women, children and men. The distinction between forced and voluntary is a false one; it is all
destructive and dehumanizing."

Is prostitution a freely chosen profession?
NO
Diane Post, JD, in the July 1999 off our backs article "Legalizing Prostitution: A Systematic Rebuttal,"
wrote:
"The ILO [International Labour Organization] report admits that most women 'choose' prostitution for
economic reasons. Surely no one can argue that this is free choice any more than the cattle in the
squeeze chute choose to go to their death."

Gunilla S. Ekberg, Special Advisor on issues of prostitution and trafficking in women at the Swedish
Division for Gender Equality, at the Nov. 5-6 2002 Seminar on the Effects of Legalisation of
Prostitution Activities in Stockholm, said:
"A common argument by prostitution advocates is that women and girls make informed and calculated
choices about entering into prostitution. They say that the ones who have so chosen should be free to
pursue their choice in the name of self-determination and integrity, over their lives and their bodies. 
The prostitution lobby wants us to believe that prostitution is female sexual liberation and a way for
women to give full expression to their deepest sexual fantasies. These ideas are based on an
uncritical acceptance of the old libertarian concept of individual free choice and completely lack a
critique of society and an analysis of male power. What they also care to ignore is that the concept of
free will requires the existence of several possible options to choose from and the control of the
person in making a choice. 
...To talk about choice in this context becomes both cruel and meaningless. When we allow the
prostitution defenders to blame the victims of prostitution for their victimization, we collaborate with
them. Male violence is thus obscured and focus is off the perpetrators.
Instead of talking about prostitution as a choice, we must ask ourselves: If prostitution is a free choice,
why is it that it is always the women and girls who have the fewest alternatives who are the ones who
end up in prostitution?"

Cecilia Hofmann, Secretary of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women - Asia Pacific, wrote in the
April-June 1999 Solidarity Philippines Australia Network (SPAN) newsletter KASAMA that:
"Prostitution pre-exists as a system and an institution that patriarchy has a stake in and will maintain,
with or without women's consent. If women and girls are not persuaded by the big money which is
sometimes offered, or the survival possibility for women or their families, then they will simply be
tricked or trafficked. Either way, the supply of bodies must be ensured. No client asks women whether
or not they are there with their full consent - that is immaterial to what prostitution is all about: the
exercise of a certain conception of masculinity that identifies with power, sexual privilege and
gratification. 

The apparent and in some cases, real consent of some women to do prostitution is held up by some
as proof that self-determined choice can exist. The angle of women's accommodation to and
conditioning by patriarchy is dismissed. The contradiction between individual will and common good is
dismissed. Because the fact remains that the institution of prostitution is one of, if not the most blatant
form of subordination of women's bodies and personhood to men's interests. The consent of some,
condemns all women as a group, to continue to be defined as possible providers of sex or sexual
merchandise."

Is prostitution a threat to marriage?
YES



2010/02/09 12:36 PMFamily Policy Institute - Prostitution - International Expert Opinion On Prostitution

Page 11 of 15http://www.familypolicyinstitute.com/article.php?id=32

In U.S. v. Bitty (1908), the United States Supreme Court in a 9-0 decision written by Justice John
Marshall Harlan, held that:
"There can be no doubt as to what class was aimed at by the clause forbidding the importation of alien
women for purposes of 'prostitution.' It refers to women who, for hire or without hire, offer their bodies
to indiscriminate intercourse with men. The lives and example of such persons are in hostility to 'the
idea of the family as consisting in and springing from the union for life of one man and one woman in
the holy estate of matrimony; the sure foundation of all that is stable and noble in our civilization; the
best guaranty of that reverent morality which is the source of all beneficent progress in social and
political improvement.'"

Dorn Checkley, Director of the Pittsburg Coalition Against Pornography, wrote "Legalized Prostitution?
" on Wholehearted.org last accessed Jan. 22, 2007, which stated:
"Legalized prostitution will proliferate and gain legitimacy, just like pornography has, but legal and
social acceptance will never ameliorate the negative consequences to marriage. Libertines can talk a
good game, but no one really likes to be cheated on and no one really likes sexual competition. It will
always hurt at a deep level. And the consequences of broken marriages have profound ramifications
to society. We don’t need any more negative pressure on marriage in our culture."

Dave Quist, Executive Director of Focus on the Family's Institute of Marriage and Family Canada, was
quoted in LifeSiteNews.com on July 13, 2006 as having said:
"The concept that 'mom's job' is having sex with strangers sets the wrong tone for family life. It hurts
the woman, it hurts the children; that is an exploitative situation,. If prostitution is legal it affords men
the 'excuse' to go find sex outside of marriage, when things in the marriage are difficult. That does
nothing to enhance the relationship between a man and a woman. 
 
[Prostitution] runs opposite to what relationships are supposed to be. Intimacy and love are not
involved; it's just a purely physical act. It lowers both people to the lowest common denominator."

Does prostitution demean women?
YES
Bill O'Donnell, former Nevada state senator (R-Las Vegas), was quoted by Alexa Albert in Brothel
(2001) as having said:
"It bothers me that we're [Nevada] making money off the backs of women. Condoning prostitution is
the most demeaning and degrading thing that the state can do to women. What we do as a state is
essentially put a U.S.-grade stamp on the butt of every prostitute. Instead, we should be turning them
around by helping them get back into society."

Genevieve Wood, Director of Strategic Operations at The Heritage Foundation, said June 27, 2003 on
Cable News Network (CNN) that:
"The fact is why would any government, and certainly why would the government of the United States,
legalize something [prostitution] that is demeaning to women, that hurts women? I mean that is
appalling. The fact that we would do something that would actually maybe encourage more women to
enter into this type of so-called business. I think it's terrible for the people of New Zealand and I
certainly hope it stays there and that movement doesn't come here."

Bonnie Erbe, JD, journalist, wrote in her June 15, 2006 column "Cry Foul on World Cup Prostitution"
for Scripps Howard News Service that:
"Whether women enter the sex trade willingly or not, no government should sanction prostitution. By
its very nature, prostitution is demeaning to women and encourages anti-social, some would say
depraved, behavior by men."

The San Francisco Chronicle editorial board wrote "A Foolish Proposal To Legalize Hookers" on Aug.
2, 1996 stating that:
"Legalize prostitution and roll out a red carpet for any footloose hustler or pimp who would like to
move to San Francisco, bringing with them all the attendant drugs, disease, crimes and perversions
that accompany their demeaning and violent occupation."

The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) President Dr. Janice Raymond said in the May
28, 2004 speech "The Consequences of Legal Policy on Prostitution and Trafficking in Women" in
Budapest, Hungary that:
"My organization, the international Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW), advocates against
state-tolerated prostitution in many parts of the globe. We work with legislators to devise legal and
program remedies that do not involve decriminalizing the sex industry and abandoning women in
prostitution to what has to be 'the most demeaning job in the world.'"

Is prostitution immoral?
YES
Dorn Checkley, Director of the Pittsburg Coalition Against Pornography, wrote "Legalized Prostitution?
" on Wholehearted.org (accessed Jan. 22, 2007), which stated:
"Prostitution as an institution is evil. It doesn't matter if it is the 'world's oldest profession', it is still
wrong. However, prostitutes themselves are not evil and neither are their johns. They are usually
broken and needy individuals seemingly trapped by the circumstances of their lives. Ultimately, to
accept and legitimize prostitutes and johns is not compassionate, it is lazy. Not to undertake the
difficult task of leading, encouraging and calling them to the higher way is a failure to love as Jesus
would have loved them."

Theodore Dalrymple, writer and retired physician, in the Feb. 3, 2005 City Journal article "Welfare-to-
Work’s New Thrust," wrote:
"A few years ago, prostitutes disappeared from the pages of medical journals; they returned as 'sex
workers.' Nor did they work in prostitution any more: they were employees in the 'sex industry.'
Presumably, orgasms are now a consumer product just like any other. As for pimps, the correct term
is probably: 'brief sexual liaison coordinators.'... 

The idea of the state coercing its population into prostitution is, of course, repellent. Even the most
liberal of liberals would probably agree with that. This means that there is after all a moral difference
between prostitution and washing dishes in the local restaurant or stacking supermarket shelves. And
that prostitution is both age-old and ineradicable does not make it any less degrading to all
concerned. 

Once again, the attempt to remake our moral universe by a change of terminology stands revealed as
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shallow moral exhibitionism..."

Tony Nassif, Founder and President of the Cedars Cultural and Educational Foundation, wrote the
July 19, 2005 letter posted on its website, which said:
"Who would ever think that the shameful and dark behavior of prostitution would now be advocated to
be 'mainstream' acceptable in the popular culture? 
 
How is it that it advanced this far? The degeneration of moral absolutes has been eroded by the
jackhammer of existentialism and situational ethics. Years ago it was seen not only as shameful but a
stigma for a man to solicit a prostitute.... 
 
Some say 'well, what they do in the privacy of their own bedroom is no concern of mine. I don't think
we should judge. I don't think we should impose our morals on others.' Here's a reality check. Every
law on the books is an attempt to legislate morality because morality is a standard of right and wrong.
The question is 'which morals will govern?'. What people do in the privacy of their own bedroom does
affect us all. AIDS is epidemic. 
 
...The march of the perverse will continue unless people of logic, reason and moral common sense
don't take a stand and take action to resist the movement to legalize that which destroys the souls of
those who practice it and is a vehicle to infect a nation and those who practice it."

What are the different types of prostitution? 
Christine Harcourt, PhD, Research Fellow for the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology & Clinical
Research at the University of New South Wales, and Basil Donovan, MD, Professor of Sexual Health
at National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research of the University of New South Wales,
in their June 2005 Sexually Transmitted Infections article "The Many Faces of Sex Work," wrote:
"At least 25 types of sex work were identified according to worksite, principal mode of soliciting
clients, or sexual practices. These types of work are often grouped under the headings of 'direct' and
'indirect' prostitution, with the latter group less likely to be perceived or to perceive themselves as sex
workers..."

Direct Forms of Prostitution
Number    Type of Prostitution    Geographic Distribution
1.    Street: Clients solicited on the street, park or other public places. Serviced in side streets,
vehicles, or short stay premises    Widespread, particularly if alternative work sites are unavailable
(United States, Europe, United Kingdom, Australasia) and/or there is socioeconomic breakdown
(eastern Europe, parts of Africa, south and South East Asia, and Latin America)
2.    Brothel: Premises explicitly dedicated to providing sex. Better security than street. Often licensed
by authorities Preferred where sex work is decriminalised or brothels are 'tolerated.' (Australia, New
Zealand, South East Asia, India, Europe, Latin America)
3.    Escort: Client contacts sex worker by phone or via hotel staff. Most covert form of sex work.
Relatively expensive because of low client turnover. Service provided at client’s home or hotel room
Ubiquitous. In the United States escorts and private workers contacted by phone and working from a
'call book' are known as 'call girls' or 'call men'
4.    Private: Client contacts sex worker by phone. Similar to escorts except services provided in sex
worker’s premises. A variant in London and other big cities is 'flat' prostitution—high cost services in
rented, serviced, inner city units    United Kingdom, Europe, United States, and Australia. Sometimes
doorway (see below) and street sex workers bring clients home
5.    Window or doorway: Brothels with sex workers on public display. Windows preferred in cold
climates, doorways in warmer places Window prostitution almost unique to Amsterdam and Hamburg.
Doorway prostitution found in less affluent areas of European cities and in African and other
developing countries
6.    Club, pub, bar, karaoke bar, dance hall: Clients solicited in alcohol vending venues and serviced
on site or elsewhere Ubiquitous depending on types of male club available
7.    Other all-male venues: Clients solicited in all-male venues such as barbershops, bathhouses,
saunas, and mining camps. Serviced on site or elsewhere    Ubiquitous
8.    Door knock or hotel: Unattached males are approached in their hotel rooms or boarding houses   
Hotels worldwide and wherever large numbers of unaccompanied males reside
9.    Transport (ship, truck, train): Sex workers may board vehicles to service the crew or passengers
or pick up clients at stations and terminals    Ubiquitous
10.    CB radio: Sex workers drive along highways using CB radio to exchange (jargon) messages with
potential truck driver clients. Serviced at truck stops or parking areas United States
11.    Other methods of solicitation: Through various media including noticeboard and newspaper
advertisements, 'sex worker catalogues' with mobile phone numbers, the internet via virtual brothels,
etc. Services are delivered mostly in brothels and other indoor venues Ubiquitous, but internet and
mobile phone services are mostly confined to large cities in developed countries—particularly the
United Kingdom and Sweden where legislation limits other forms of advertising
Indirect Forms of Prostitution
12.    Bondage and discipline: sexual fantasy through role play. May involve the inflicting of pain, but
genital contact is not routine    Apparently unique to wealthier countries
13.    Lap dancing: A recent development involving erotic dancing at close quarters without sexual
contact Predominantly wealthier countries—often takes place in hotels and clubs
14.    Massage parlour: Premises ostensibly dedicated to providing massage, but a range of sexual
services may be provided. In South East Asia similar arrangements may apply in barbershops Europe,
South East Asia, and Australia
15.    Travelling entertainers: Actors, dancers and others involved in entertainment may also provide
sexual services South East Asia
16.    Beer girls: Young women hired by major companies to promote and sell products in bars and
clubs. Sexual services sold to supplement income    Cambodia, Uganda, other developing countries
17.    Street vendors and traders: Ostensibly marketing rural produce or other goods but
supplementing income with sexual services Widespread in developing countries
18.    Opportunistic: A person approached in a social venue may occasionally choose to charge for
sexual favours if the client appears wealthy enough    Ubiquitous
19.    Femme libre: Women, usually single or divorced, who exchange sexual services for gifts. The
gifts are then converted to cash    Central Africa
20.    Individual arrangements: The single mother who may have sex with her landlord in place of rent.
Older sex workers who only deal with a small number of regular clients, by appointment. 'Kept' women
or men. Concubines. The number of possible arrangements is vast    Ubiquitous
21.    Swingers clubs: Some swingers or couples sex clubs employ (undisclosed) sex workers if there
is a shortage of female guests Predominantly wealthier countries
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22.    Geisha: Women engaged primarily to provide social company, but sex may ensue Japanese
cities
23.    'Sex for drugs': Women providing fellatio for crack cocaine in crack houses. Young homosexual
men in Western countries may provide opportunistic sexual services paid with drugs Crack houses are
unique to the United States
24.    Beachboys, bumsters, and gigolos: Men and boys engaged by women ostensibly for social
purposes but sex is often involved. Some beachboys are under aged and many also service male
clients    Resorts, particularly in developing countries
25.    Survival sex: A matter of degree, where starvation or other serious deprivation is imminent,
particularly for dependants. Food or security may be the currency, rather than money    Refugee
camps anywhere

What is sex work?
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language (2006 fourth edition) defined sex work as:
"The performance of sex acts for hire; prostitution."

The 2006 Encyclopedia of Prostitution and Sex Work provided the following:
"'Sex work' is a phrase created in the last 30 years to refer to sexual commerce of all kinds.
Prostitution has varying definitions in different contexts. Some of these are based on the definition of
prostitution in law, or what is illegal. Legal definitions change over time and place, leading to great
confusion if one relies on one definition from the criminal code or one from the civil code, as they do
not travel well. Despite the difficulty of terminology, prostitution as a sexual exchange for money or
other valuables is the general definition of prostitution for this work. In that sense, the term 'sex work'
is appropriate in its inclusivity. 

'Sex work' was conceived as a nonstigmatizing term, without the taint of the words 'whore' and
'prostitute.' The point of the term was to convey the professionalism of the sex worker rather than her
lack of worth as seen by much of society."

The Network of Sex Work Projects and Jo Bindman, Former Information Officer with End Child
Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT), in the 1997 report "Redefining Prostitution as Sex Work on the
International Agenda," provided the following:
"The terms 'sex work' and 'sex worker' have been coined by sex workers themselves to redefine
commercial sex, not as the social or psychological characteristic of a class of women, but as an
income-generating activity or form of employment for women and men... 

We propose the following definition of sex work: 

Negotiation and performance of sexual services for remuneration 
1. with or without intervention by a third party
2. where those services are advertised or generally recognised as available from a specific location
3. where the price of services reflects the pressures of supply and demand. 
In this definition, 'negotiation' implies the rejection of specific clients or acts on an individual basis.
Indiscriminate acceptance by the worker of all proposed transactions is not presumed -- such
acceptance would indicate the presence of coercion."

The UNAIDS Inter-Agency Task Team on Gender and HIV/AIDS, in its fact sheet "HIV/AIDS, Gender
and Sex Work," published in its 2005 Resource Pack on Gender and HIV/AIDS, stated:
"A broad definition of sex work would be: ‘the exchange of money or goods for sexual services, either
regularly or occasionally, involving female, male, and transgender adults, young people and children
where the sex worker may or may not consciously define such activity as income-generating’. There is
a widespread view that occasional engagement in transactional sex, or sexual barter, constitutes ‘sex
work’...
Sex work may be formal or informal. In some instances, sex work is only a temporary informal activity.
Women and men who have occasional commercial sexual transactions or where sex is exchanged for
food, shelter or protection (survival sex) would not consider themselves to be linked with formal sex
work. Occasional sex work takes place where sex is exchanged for basic, short-term economic needs
and this is less likely to be a formal, full-time occupation. Commercial sex work may be conducted in
formally organised settings from sites such as brothels, nightclubs, and massage parlours; or more
informally by commercial sex workers who are streetbased or self-employed."

Viewpoints from Involved Parties on Legalization

Do prostitutes want prostitution legalized?
NO
Andrea Dworkin, author and former prostitute, in an Oct. 21, 1992 speech at University of Michigan
Law School's symposium "Prostitution: From Academia to Activism," said:
"I ask you to think about your own bodies--if you can do so outside the world that the pornographers
have created in your minds, the flat, dead, floating mouths and vaginas and anuses of women. I ask
you to think concretely about your own bodies used that way. How sexy is it? Is it fun? The people
who defend prostitution and pornography want you to feel a kinky little thrill  every time you think of
something being stuck in a woman. I want you to feel the delicate tissues in her body that are being
misused. I want you to feel what it feels like when it happens over and over and over and over and
over and over and over again: because that is what prostitution is."

Norma Hotaling, Executive Director of the Standing Against Global Exploitation (SAGE) Project and
former prostitute, said in her Apr. 28, 2005 testimony to the U.S. House Financial Services
Subcommittee on Domestic and International Monetary Policy, Trade and Technology that:
"As long as we point the finger away from ourselves, away from the institutions that blame and
criminalize women and children for their own rape, sexual abuse, trafficking and slavery, away from
the men who we normalize as ‘Johns,’ and as long as we disconnect adult prostitution and the
exploitation of children and disconnect prostitution and trafficking in human beings for the purposes of
rape and sex slavery; then we are to blame and we have assisted in creating well-funded
transnational criminal networks – dollar by dollar."
 
Christine Stark, author and former prostitute, said on "Justice Talking" on National Public Radio (NPR)
on Mar. 4, 2002 that:
"[Y]ou don't legalize organized rape. You just don't do that. What we have found is that legalization
has caused an increase in the trafficking into the area where the legalization exists. The state then
becomes the pimp… Legalizing prostitution creates more demand and mainstreams abuse of women
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and children..."

Anne Bissell, Founder of Sex Industry Survivors Anonymous and former prostitute, was quoted in the
Sep. 23, 2004 story "Sex Industry Comes To Toledo" on WTOL-TV in Toledo, Ohio, as having said:
"...[T]hey don't understand if you legalize prostitution it's actually going to increase trafficking. So
there's a lot of things people don't understand because of the glamour around this business."

Does law enforcement want prostitution legalized?
NO
J. Robert Flores, JD, Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention at the
U.S. Department of Justice and former Acting Deputy Chief of the Justice Department's Child
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, in the July 17, 2000 Insight on the News magazine article
"Symposium," wrote:
"While there certainly may be those who work as prostitutes by what they define as their own choice
and who claim to find fulfilment, these statistically insignificant cases should not be the basis for
international or domestic law or policy. More importantly, if the global community is to take effective
action against organized crime, every avenue of their operations effectively must be closed... 

Whether we will stay silent as it opens in the night to release a plague on women and children or
whether we will stop it from entering the global gate will say a great deal about us. While it is uncertain
that we ever will stop the rich from exploiting the poor, we can at least make certain that we will not, in
this instance, institutionalize such exploitation or give it the stamp of U.S. approval."

Boris Velchev, PhD, Prosecutor General of Bulgaria, was quoted in the Oct. 15, 2007 Sofia Echo
article "Precious Thoughts on a Sensitive Bulgarian Subject," as having said:
"For me prostitution equals exploitation and I think we could never be sure what is happening behind
the doors of these public houses and no one can guarantee me that the women there are not being
exploited. For me, if we make prostitution legal by adopting a law this will mean that that there will be
a legitimate reason for someone to legally exploit someone else."

Joseph E. Schmitz, JD, former Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Defence, in his speech
"Military Chaplains as Moral Leaders: A Central Role in Suppressing 21st Century Human Slavery,"
delivered at the Feb. 9, 2005 XVI International Military Chaplains Conference in Ljubljana, Solvenia,
said:
"Some officials...assert that these women [prostitutes] consent to their employment. According to our
Military Police in one country where I inspected, the contracts for these 'entertainers' are sold weekly
from one establishment to another. This is human slavery, plain, simple, and morally repugnant... 

For the women forced to live under inhuman conditions until  they have earned enough money to 'buy
back' their freedom – or die from venereal diseases or physical abuse – prostitution is hardly a
victimless crime... 

I’m sure you’ve heard people rationalize that efforts to suppress prostitution will inevitably fail because
'It's the world’s oldest profession.' For those who suggest legalization of prostitution as a solution, I
would suggest they read the most recent U.S. State Department report on human trafficking... 
It validates 'a direct link between prostitution and trafficking.'"
Edmonton Police Services, Canada, in the section entitled "Understanding Prostitution" on its website
(accessed Dec. 18, 2007), wrote that:
"If prostitutes are not incarcerated and they continue to ply their trade on the streets, their continued
presence will impact the entire community. Whether prostitution attracts other crime or whether other
crime attracts prostitution is debated. Regardless of the direction of association, prostitution not only
ensures violence towards those involved, it also disintegrates communities and affects the safety of
our streets."
Charles H. Ramsey, former Police Chief of Washington, D.C., said in a May 11, 1999 interview on
"Levey Live," on washingtonpost.com:
"I believe that two crimes make a city look totally out of control. That's open prostitution and open air
drug trafficking. I was appalled at the blatant prostitution taking place in the District and I have been
determined to put an end to it. You're right that often times a problem is simply displaced when strong
enforcement action is taken, that's to be expected, actually. The key is to shift resources to the new
location and continue to take strong enforcement action wherever the problem crops up. Eventually,
people engaged in this kind of activity either stop or leave the area altogether."

Does the medical community want prostitution legalized?
NO
Melissa Farley, PhD, Clinical Psychologist and Founding Director of the Prostitution Research and
Education, wrote "Bad for the Body, Bad for the Heart" in the Oct. 2004 Violence Against Women, that
stated:
"Legal sex businesses provide locations where sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, and violence
against women are perpetrated with impunity. State-sponsored prostitution endangers all women and
children in that acts of sexual predation are normalized — acts ranging from the seemingly banal
(breast massage) to the lethal (snuff prostitution that includes filming of actual murders of real women
and children).... 
 
Johns who buy women, groups promoting legalized prostitution, and governments that support state-
sponsored sex industries comprise a tripartite partnership that endangers all women. These groups
collude in denying the everyday violence and subsequent health dangers to those in prostitution."

 
Jeffrey J. Barrows, DO, Health Consultant on Human Trafficking for the Christian Medical Association,
wrote the article "HIV and Prostitution: What's the Answer?" posted Sept. 9, 2005 on The Center for
Bioethics and Human Dignity website that stated:
"Even if a prostitute is being tested every week for HIV, she will test negative for at least the first 4-6
weeks and possibly the first 12 weeks after being infected. If we assume that he or she takes only 4
weeks to become positive, because there is an additional lag time of 1-2 weeks to get the results
back, there will be at best a window period of 6 weeks for a prostitute. The average prostitute services
between 10-15 clients per day. This means that while the test is becoming positive and the results are
becoming known, that prostitute may expose up to 630 clients to HIV. This is under the best of
circumstances with testing every week and a four-week window period. It also assumes that the
prostitute will quit working as soon as he or she finds out the test is HIV positive, which is highly
unlikely. This is not the best approach for actually reducing harm. Instead, in order to slow the global
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spread of HIV/AIDS we should focus our efforts on abolishing prostitution."
 
Joseph Parker, RN, Clinical Director of the Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation, wrote the Aug. 4, 1998
paper "How Prostitution Works," which stated:
"Prostitution, pornography, and other forms of commercial sex are a multibillion dollar industry. They
enrich a small minority of predators, while the larger community is left to pay for the damage. 
 
People used in the sex industry often need medical care as a result of the ever-present violence. They
may need treatment for infectious diseases, including AIDS. Survivors frequently need mental health
care for post-traumatic stress disorder, psychotic episodes and suicide attempts. About a third end up
chronically disabled and on Social Security.... 
 
In addition to these costs, the community loses the contributions which might have been made to
legitimate community productivity by those used up in the sex industry."
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